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Waterwise Gardening
by Donna Meyer

Cont. on page 5

I re-read The Undaunted Garden: 
Planting for Weather Resilient Beauty by 
Lauren Springer Ogden each spring. 
She provides practical garden 
suggestions and plant portraits of 
tough varieties that thrive in dry 
conditions. Many plants stand 
strong in hailstorms which became 
even more important to me after 
last summer's devastating storm. 
Tested in her own Colorado high 
mountain garden, Lauren Ogden 
provides guidance and 
encouragement. Filled with 

stunning photographs, the book highlights plants 
that create beautiful compositions. Her enthusiasm energizes me 
each spring to get my hands into the soil -- mulching, fertilizing 
and planting. It's now a classic that is the best book (in my 
opinion) about drought tolerant plants. 

Beside selecting the right plants 
for our climate, we can conserve 
water in our gardens. My yard has a 
dry zone. This area contains native 
and low-water plants that will need 
little or no irrigation once established 
(yucca, hesperaloe, desert willow and 
rosemary). Two large stones complete 
an attractive corner of the yard. 

Rosemary

LINKS OF INTEREST

9 Garden Tasks for Spring
Espalier Forms
Vegetable planting guide

https://wattersgardencenter.com/9-garden-tasks-for-better-gardens-this-spring%EF%BF%BC/
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/gallery-of-espalier-forms
https://cals.arizona.edu/yavapai/publications/yavcobulletins/Yavapai%20County%20Vegetable%20Planting%20Dates.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0rJYiDKmG6Dwc7IjudzV85W4XuMJ54zfXHj7Zn-0zVn5dKKRhjGh6O1Rw
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Letter from 
President Robin 
Connecting with Gardeners
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At this time of year gardening is a little sketchy because of temperature changes from day to night.  
Our temperature here can fluctuate 30 to 40 degrees from day time highs of 60 to night temperatures 
below freezing. Common lore is to wait to plant outside until after Mother’s Day (May 8 this year). Oh, 
but it is sooooo tempting with all the new plants on display at various garden centers around town. Last 
year, hubby planted out tomato seedlings (started indoors 6 weeks earlier) in May and we had a late hard 
freeze two weeks later, killing everything. I think it was a common experience among gardeners last year, 
very sad and frustrating. In my garden I need to keep an eye on my early blooming lilacs to protect the 
buds from frost. If a freeze is predicted, I cover my bushes with sheets if early buds are present, as the 
flowers will not develop if the buds freeze. I look forward to lilac time and it hurts if I don’t get blooms 
to enjoy that wonderful fragrance. Lilacs do grow here, needing plenty of sun and warm weather for best 
performance. Mid to late blooming lilacs can best handle the temperature fluctuations we see in early 
Spring, a fact I came to know a little too late (of my four lilac plants, two are early bloomers).

Sadly, another victim of cold damage and death, I am ashamed to admit, is my large octopus agave, 
pictured in the lime green pot in the photo below. I keep my agaves indoors during the winter because 
they are not hardy in our cold temperatures. Occasionally over the winter, if balmy temperatures prevail, 
I put my babies outside to get fresh air and water, then bring 
them back in in the evening. Earlier this year, I performed 
this ritual. On lifting the large potted octopus agave, I 
noticed that it was still wet and decided to leave it out for 
another hour or so to drain more. Then, I forgot about that 
poor baby. The next morning I opened the front door and 
literally gasped to see my Agave vilmorniniana still outside, 
looking ok but a little swollen in leaf. On checking closer, I 
found that all leaves were edematous, a sure sign of death in 
agaves. I cried about that – I’ve had that plant for years and it 
hurt to have killed it.

In my research following this trauma, I learned that my 
dead agave might still have life below the soil surface and read 
that I should not compost the plant, rather wait and see if it 
will give off pups in spring.  So, I live in hope that I can get 
pups from the plant, but I won’t know for a while. For me, 
gardening is all about the drama of love and loss and hope 
throughout the year!
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Highlands Center for Natural History 
Spring Go Native On-line Plant Sale – April 5 to May 5. Pick up May 6 

and 7 
Other good stuff:  Night hikes to star gaze, naturalist-led walks 
geared to seniors, and the Natural History book club

Sharlot Hall Museum 
Living history: Get in the Garden – living history interpreters get the 

garden ready for spring, then cook, and eat the results.
April 9 10:AM to 3:00PM $12.00
Watters Garden Center 
April 8 Friday 3:00 to 4:00 PM Free class – Lilacs and Better Fragrant 

Gardens
April 15 Friday 3:00 to 4:00 PM Free class – My First Herb and Vegetable 
Garden
April 22 Friday 3:00 – 4:00 PM Free class – New Flower Introductions for 

2022
Note: Classes will be Fridays only through end of April and then will go on hiatus until July. 
Mortimer Farms, Dewey 
Beginning May 8 6 PM Farm to Table dinner
A dinner prepared by the Mortimer Farms chefs using the crops that are in season. This is a true 

Farm to Table experience. Fresh ingredients and dishes served in midst of farm scenery. Note: these 
dinners will continue through summer and fall up until Thanksgiving. Cost: adults $100 per 
person, children $75.00 

Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix, AZ 
 Ongoing until June 19, 2022, 8AM to 8PM: Chihuly In The Desert.  A truly breathtaking 

exhibit of glass sculpture by the world-renowned glass artist, Dale Chihuly, being exhibited amid the 
beautiful grounds of the botanical garden. Tickets are $29.95 to $39.95 depending on day entry or 
evening entry.

Note: This exhibit is also being shown at Taliesen West, the Arizona home of Frank Lloyd Wright 
in Scottsdale.

Note Gertrude’s restaurant in the Garden is now open. Highly rated cuisine in a garden setting. 
Outdoor seating is available, and they take reservations.

Yavapai County Contractors Assn House and Garden Show. April 29,30, May 1. Findlay 
Toyota Center 9 AM to 5 PM Fri and Sat, 9AM to 3 PM Sun.  Adm Free 

What’s Next?
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!      

  Stuff  To Know

NEED TO MISS A MEETING? 
Let us know by email or phone:

Membership Chair 

AVGC is a member of the Arizona 
Federation of Garden Clubs & the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Our quarterly newsletter is published 
by AVGC, Prescott Arizona USA  

Renie Collier   April 12 
Cynthe Brush   April 19 
Karen Crossley   May 18 
Barbara Samuels  May 24 
Phillip Stewart   June  2 
Herdis McClellan  June  8 

AVGC Mission & Goals https://altavistagardenclub.org/mission-and-goals/ 
A Few Good Plants https://altavistagardenclub.org/good-plants-for-prescott/ 
History of the Club https://altavistagardenclub.org/history-of-the-club/#Historypage 
Tips on Gardening in the Prescott Area https://altavistagardenclub.org/gardening-ideas/ 
Surviving Spring https://altavistagardenclub.org/surviving-spring/

GREAT ARTICLES ON OUR OWN WEBSITE:

National Garden Club Report on Trees 

AVGC reported 42 trees planted!

https://altavistagardenclub.org/mission-and-goals/
https://altavistagardenclub.org/good-plants-for-prescott/
https://altavistagardenclub.org/history-of-the-club/#Historypage
https://altavistagardenclub.org/gardening-ideas/
https://altavistagardenclub.org/surviving-spring/
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WATERWISE GARDENING Cont. from page 1

LAUREN SPRINGER OGDEN,
Renowned Author and
Landscape Designer
Saturday, June 9
1 p.m. ($20 admission)
Waterwise gardening has come a 

long way in the past two decades. With 
an ever expanding palette of beautiful 
adapted plants from which to choose, 
both native and exotic, now the 
challenge is to design attractive, 
sustainable, regionally attuned yet 
individualistic water-conserving gardens. 
Lauren will explore design possibilities 
from traditional and cottage to natural 
and eclectic. Each garden style’s unique 
design characteristics and well suited 
plants round out the inspiring 
discussion.

Admission is $20 and must be pre-
paid. Seating is limited-visit 

www.ConservationGardenPark.org

In case you plan a trip to 
Colorado in June...

A sunny, gravelly area 
may be perfect for 
Mediterranean herbs. 
Lovage, parsley, chives, sage. 
borage and basil thrive with 
supplemental irrigation.

Another zone 
contains moisture 
loving plants in a 
large planter near 
the patio where I  
spend most of my 
outdoor time. Two 
dwarf apple trees 
that use moderate 
quantities of water 

will in the future provide shade and moderate backyard 
temperatures.

In the front yard, native plants, Santa Rita Prickly 
Pear, Mexican Bird of Paradise, Arizona cypress and 
hesperaloe, as well as, other xeric plants thrive with little 
or no irrigation.

 The amount of rainfall from our summer monsoons, 
usually satisfy the requirements of many desert adapted, 
non-native landscape plants like pink Muhly grass. Winter 
snow and rainfall sustain perennials, evergreens and cool 
season grasses. Most local soils are sandy enough to allow 
adequate infiltration, yet store a substantial amount of 
water. 

Organic matter creates spaces in the soil that allows 
water to filtrate into clay soils and increases the water 
holding capacity of sandy soils. However, research shows 
that woody plants like trees and shrubs survive better in 

Borage

CoreopsisCont. on page 10

http://www.ConservationGardenPark.org
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GARDENERS' DAY OUT - FEBRUARY

GDO February 2nd  
Northern Arizona Wines 
Firemen's Plaza 
Goodwin Street 
Prescott

"I think we're having fun!"

Jane

Cheers!

Miriam



 Alta Vista Garden Club, Est. 1951                          2nd Quarter 2022 ~ April

Page 7

GARDENER’S DAY OUT - MARCH

March's GDO was a walk around downtown Prescott to view 
some of the public art treasures that we all see but never stop to 
look. It was inspired by the 'Tis Gallery's brochure titled 
"Secrets -- A Map to Prescott's Public Art Treasures," containing 
29 locations, which you can pick up at the gallery on Cortez 
(next to Bill's Pizza). It was a lovely spring morning and we 
started at the Yavapai County Timeline on the Courthouse Plaza 
and ended at the library.

Some comments of the participants:
"a lovely morning of history, art and togetherness."

"the trivia and different plants popping up, wonderful way to 
enjoy a spring morning ! ❤
"so good to be out and about downtown Prescott with new 
friends... and learning a few secrets of so many of the statues and 
murals!  It was a beautiful morning."

May's GDO is a tour of Sharlot Hall Museum and Gardens (roses 
should be blooming) and lunch at El Gato Azul, hosted by Debbie Mathern. (May 20)

- Ruth Lysak

Dwarf Alberta  Spruce are faithful all year round and are especially welcome during the winter 
holidays. They require little attention....water, especially in high summer and fertilizer once or twice a 
year. They are easy to repot to larger and larger pots as they grow. 

Ornamental Curry plant is so fragrant, just brush your hand over it and be transported to a favorite 
Indian restaurant.

Daylilies in pots are a continual favorite,  especially the reblooming ones like Happy Returns,  Rosy 
Returns, Pardon Me and Dynamite Returns.  New varieties are being added to the returning list every 
year. Daylilies can be cut back to 2 to 3 inches in late Fall and mulched for Winter.  Green shoots will 
appear early to mid Spring to remind you to brush back or remove the mulch.  When choosing daylilies 
for pots keep in mind a height of 14 to 16 inches.

1.  ORNAMENTAL CURRY PLANT 
2.  SOUTH SEAS DAYLILY
3.  DUFFER DAYLILY 
4.  FIRECRACKER  PENSTEMON 

CONTAINER PLANTING

Photo courtesy of Prescott Public Library

- Linda Smith

Pictures on the following page...

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 Firecracker  Penstemon

Curry Plant Daylily
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The Grow Food In Your 
Backyard Project is powering 
up for a super successful 2022 
season. If you're a gardener, the 
project needs more Mentors. 
(You don't need to be an 
expert.)

Mentor Applications  

Grow Food In Your Backyard Project feature news 
story:  https://www.5ensesmag.com/single-column/
join-the-adventure-grow-food-in-your-backyard

GROW FOOD IN YOUR BACKYARD PROJECT

FOR MORE: 
Melissa's backyard garden was the focus 
of our promotional video which contains 
an explanation of the entire program: 
youtube.com/watch?
v=Fx_zVSdTSqs&t=4s 
Garden segment at minute 5:30-13:30 

Thank you to the Rose Crew who pruned the 
roses at Yavapai College:

Carol Westfall
Dianne Murphy
Marci Sorrell
Barbie Zingg
Patti Schifrin

https://forms.gle/kFSwQ36WovCWeuer7
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Fx_zVSdTSqs&t=4s
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Fx_zVSdTSqs&t=4s
https://www.5ensesmag.com/single-column/join-the-adventure-grow-food-in-your-backyard
https://www.5ensesmag.com/single-column/join-the-adventure-grow-food-in-your-backyard
https://www.5ensesmag.com/single-column/join-the-adventure-grow-food-in-your-backyard
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native soil without amendments. The Myth of Soil Amendments
 
Mulching conserves water in the landscape. Shredded bark, leaves, gravel or rocks work to retain 

water in the soil. They also protect the garden from heavy monsoon rains allowing the water to soak into 
the soil. Mulch can prevent or slow erosion. Some garden zones may be too rocky or contain caliche that 
makes gardening a true challenge. These areas add the perfect zone for containers or garden sculpture, 
bird or hummingbird feeders, butterfly houses, bird houses or bee hotels. A recent study from the UK 
found that small gardens are as important as big gardens for conserving bees and other pollinators. 

Choose plants adapted to our climate and soils. Look carefully at your yard and develop areas (zones) 
with the right plants in the right places.  Once native plants are established reduce drip irrigation by 
plugging lines or downsizing emitters.Two 4 gallon an hour emitters supply a 10- to 15-foot tree, and trees 
15 to 25 feet tall require4 four gallon emitters equally spaced 2 feet away from their trunks. Drip irrigation 
to trees taller than 25 feet don't help the tree because the root areas are too extensive.Use a hose to deep 
water during times when no rain falls for extended periods of time. I have areas in my landscape that I 
water three times a year if at all. Too much water in the landscape encourages weeds. Let's all practice 
waterwise gardening practices.

Additional resources: 
• FIREWISE Plant Materials for 3,000 ft. and Higher Elevations available at the following web 

site: cals.arizona.edu/pubs/ by Tom DeGomez, Jeff W. Schalau, Christopher K. Jones and Steve 
Campbell. Creating defensible space around your home is one of the most important and effective steps 
you can take to protect you, your family, and your home from catastrophic wildfire. Revised 12/2011. 
Originally published: 2002.

• Native Plants for High Elevation Western Gardens by Jan Busco and Nancy Morin. Janice Busco has 20 
years experience with Western native plants as an environmental horticulturist including at The 
Arboretum in Flagstaff. This book is available as a used book from AbeBooks.

Cont. from page 5WATERWISE GARDENING

SPRING GARDEN

Dianne Murphy's garden shows off it's spring 
garb.

Daffodils

Oregon 
grape

https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/403/2015/03/soil-amendments.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/19/small-gardens-vital-as-big-ones-conserving-bees-bristol-university-study
http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/
http://www.abebooks.com
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White Lilacs
Hanging basket of Pansies

Forsythia Lettuce, celery and artichoke


