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For the Love of Agave
by Robin Borok & Donna Meyer

With their dramatic leaves, no flowers are needed. In fact, 
most agaves die soon after flowering although they send out 
pups as replacements. Planted in the garden be sure to leave 
lots of room for growth and locate away from walkways as 
sharp spines can be a danger. Surrounded by short airy grasses 
can soften their hard edges. Most agaves cannot tolerate frost. 
Parryi Agaves are perennial to zone 5 so grow well in the 
Prescott area. 

Other agaves do well in containers. With rocky, sandy well 
draining soil, and lots of sun agaves will be happy. Robin says, 
“All my agaves are in pots because they are only cold hardy to 
15 to 20 degrees above zero! I move the biggest pots into our 
garage in winter with my husband's help.The smaller pots I 
can carry into the house.”

These agaves have such funny names! 
Octopus agave (vilmoriniana)  on the left 
and Squid agave (bracteosa) on the right

Agave Victoriae-reginae

Cont. page 6
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Letter from 
President Stephen 
Connecting with Gardeners
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D esert rats,” explained Kathy Madeda, “ate all the new plants. I had spent a small fortune on 
new flowers, used a whole day planting and watering them in. The next day the plants were 
gone.” Ever after her flower garden was confined to a raised bed behind a fence in front of the 

house.  Nicki Elms grumbles of living in “Bedrock,” a part of Prescott where there is no actual soil. Let’s 
take up that topic once again. 

I moved into a rental house in May of 2020. Within a few weeks, fully half my potted  plants had been 
defoliated by local fauna. I suspected javelina. Phillip Stewart suggested rats.  Subsequently, rats have 
destroyed my windshield washer hose twice and come down the dryer vent once - causing Elizabeth to 
bolt the laundry room door and pile luggage in front of it.  I think Phillip might be right.

Between pests and complete lack of soil, I have found it convenient to imagine that all forms of 
horticulture - whether growing decorative or culinary 
plants in this location - must be completely hopeless. 

As I lost one potted rose after the next, I began 
to suspect that the lot could support only the 
photinia - which are almost rudely vigorous, and the 
adolescent maple which rains leaves, wood, and trash 
three or four times a year. Three pots of iris  have 
escaped being eaten by gophers at Downer Trail 
where they once grew. They bloomed in May.  And 
three potted roses survived to bloom in fall. A lone 
canna reaches out of a pot, wishing for more water 
and sun.  

July’s seven inches of rain introduced more 
exceptions. The rain brought weeds, of course. But 
weeds, being greedy, grew mostly where there was a 
tiny bit of soil - near the road for example. In the places where I would have sworn there was no soil at 
all, I learned that there was just enough to grow Indian Paintbrush. This tough little plant, evidently, just 
sits there for years waiting for favorable conditions. When they arrive it makes a glorious show. The rain 
revived some potted sage that only just survived the winter. And it brought a second surge of growth to a 
few tiny pots of fresh basil from Sprouts. 

Living in a place where it is easy to imagine that all of nature’s surprises are inconvenient and 
aggravating, one learns to find joy in her many tiny pleasant surprises. And one learns patience.   
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What’s Next ?

Announcements 
Christmas Party at the Prescott Centennial Center on December 

7th. 1989, Wineglass Dr. (Antelope Golf Course)

Links 
Just click on the link that interests you:
Wildflowers
Planting Trees in Winter
Living Trees @ Christmas
Slow Food/YRMC video (scroll down on the page)
How To Protect Plants from Frost-Low Tunnels

HIGHLANDS CENTER ~ October - November - December 
 ~ for details of all Programs & Events see HighlandsCenter.org

WATTERS GARDEN CENTER ~ October - November - December 
 ~ for details of all Programs & Events see https://wattersgardencenter.com/classes ~ 
Watters holds Garden Classes Saturdays at 9:30 AM-10:30 AM. 

Oct 23, 2021 ~ Succulents, Cacti and the Low Maintenance Garden

Oct 30, 2021 ~ Showy Shrubs of Autumn

Nov 6, 2021 ~ Pending - Contact Watters for update.

GARDENERS DAY OUT ~ October trip to Mortimer’s Farm
CANCELLED  

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON ~ Details to be announced.

http://HighlandsCenter.org
https://wattersgardencenter.com/classes
https://altavistagardenclub.org/2021/07/28/wildflowers-elizabeth-loos/
https://wattersgardencenter.com/planting-trees-in-winter/
https://wattersgardencenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Living-Trees-at-Christmas.pdf
https://www.signalsaz.com/articles/new-gardeners-learn-from-the-grow-food-in-your-backyard-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNdM7rkxL24
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!     

  Stuff  To Know

NEED TO MISS A MEETING? 
Let us know by email or phone:
Barbie Zingg: 727-432-5861  
bzingger@icloud.com  
Debbie Mathern: 928-443-8909 
greenoldthings@hotmail.com 

AVGC is a member of the Arizona 
Federation of Garden Clubs & the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Our quarterly newsletter is published 
by AVGC, Prescott Arizona USA  

Garden Tour Updates

Holly Bosch  October 2 
Robin Borok  October 5 
Cheryl Booth   October 7 
Donna Meyer  October 22 
Dede Erceg  October 25 
Carol Westfall  October 30 
Kathy Madeda  November 11 
Toni Ristich   November 20

The photos and descriptions of the Gardens are complete. Robin and 
Cheryl had a meeting with the Program Committee and Publicity 
Committee.

The timeline and responsibilities for each Committee were discussed and 
packets were handed out with the appropriate information needed for each 
Committee. If anyone would like to serve on one of these Committee's please 
contact Marci Sorrell or Kathy Gean co-chairs for the Program Committee.  
Carol Westfall or Julie Lessard co-chairs for the Publicity Committee.

mailto:bzingger@icloud.com
mailto:greenoldthings@hotmail.com
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Gopher Hawk

MOLLY BEVERLY FARM - GARDENERS’ DAY OUT

Greenhouse Tour

Pomegranate

Bean Seeds for a Future Crop

Molly Beverly

It was a beautiful day to visit the Beverly farm in Chino Valley! 
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“Agave Americana mediopicta alba. 
This is the one I salvaged after javelina got 
to it. It is now 3 feet wide and 2 feet tall.”

 - Robin Borok

Agave Americana variegata

Agave Ferdinandi-regis

  For the Love of Agave      

“The biggest reason I love agaves is because they 
remind me of home - Tucson. Tucson Botanical Gardens 
(which I visit whenever I am there) has a huge collection 
of many types of cacti, agaves and other Sonoran desert 
plants, artfully planted in a lovely setting right in the 
middle of town! Agaves are so varied and architectural, 
they make a statement all on their own, but also play well 
with others in almost any type of garden.” 

Cont. from page 1
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'Red Rubin' Hens & Chicks (above)
Zwartkop 'Black Rose' (Aeonium arboreum)

NoID succulent'tree' 
from Kathy Gean 
(above)  

Blue succulent, ID lost 
 
Duvalia Parviflora, a 
peculiar South Aftrican 
native (below)

Cynthe's succulents have all been gifts from friends, 
family, and neighbors. She keeps intending to minimize 
the number of potted plants in her 
house and garden, but they seem 
to increase steadily  
despite her plans. 

Zebra plant (Haworthia) with a 
turquoise-silver spider (right)

A GROWING SUCCULENT COLLECTION by Cynthe Brush
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Golden Barrel Cacti (Echinocactus grusonii) inherited from former 
property owners with a freeze damaged 'neck' (right) and now as a duo 
after decapitation a few years ago (below). 

Cacti are fierce and daunting when they get large. Cynthe isn't 
naturally attracted to their spines and stickers, especially the awful, 
almost invisible, painful glochids!! 

After moving to Arizona, she decided it was time to learn to 
appreciate them. The property had two types of hardy native cacti: 
Opuntia 'Prickly Pears' which the local Javelina squadron are eating 
and several tiny, charming 'Beehive' cacti growing in 4 or 5 spots. 

The former property owner was very fond of cacti and had a few 
in pots that he was willing to leave behind. Cynthe selected a weirdly 
shaped Golden Barrel cactus with a crimped neck, damage from frost 
after being left out in the 
weather as winter approached. 
The head grew so large, the 
cactus was in danger of toppling 
over, so a couple of years ago, 
Cynthe decapitated it and now 
she has two! Eager for spring 
bloom, it's going to be a few 
more years until the larger one 
reaches the minimum blooming 
size of 14 inches across. 

A RELUCTANT CACTI COLLECTOR

Potted Prickly Pear cacti (top right) 
 
 NoID cacti in a miniature garden 
from Kathy Gean (right)  
 
Beehive cacti in bloom (far right)

by Cynthe Brush
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Linda Smith’s 
Gazebo Garden daylily.Linda Smith’s

 Gloriosa daisy

Linda Smith’s 
Chicago Apache daylily

Dianne Murphy’s Crepe Myrtle

Dianne’s Rainbow's End mini rose

Dianne’s Liriope

Nasturtium

Mexican Hat

MEMBER PHOTOGRAPHS

Autumn Joy
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Have you found white 
foam on your lavender or 
your rosemary? If so, it’s 
spittlebug. No need to 
worry. Rinse the foam, 
with the bug hiding 
underneath, with a strong 
spray from your hose. 
Spittlebugs suck juice 
from your plants, but 
won’t harm them much.

“We've had a good response to the Stocking Stuffer Bazaar, to 
be held on Saturday December 18, (10 - 4) at the Armory in 
Prescott.”  If you'd like to do a craft, please let Julie Lessard 
(jclessard56@gmail.com) or Robin Borok (twoaterra@aol.com) 
know. 

We will send out a formal sign up sheet closer to the day of the 
Bazaar, showing which shifts are available. — Robin Borok

A green, 
leafy vegetable, 
purslane can 
be eaten raw or 
cooked. With 
red stems and 
small, green 
leaves., 
purslane also 
blooms. It can 
spread so you 
may want to 
contain it. It 
has a slightly 
sour or salty 
taste, similar 
to spinach and 
watercress.

The Habitat for 
Humanity committee “planted” 
a metal cactus sculpture which 
will bloom year-round at the 
home of a new homeowner.

SEEING FOAM ON YOUR HERBS? PURSLANE - A WEED FULL OF NUTRITION!

CHRISTMAS STOCKING STUFFER BAZAAR

mailto:jclessard56@gmail.com
mailto:twoaterra@aol.com

