
 

A Rose Gardener’s Calendar 

Mid-January to Mid-February: Select any new roses that you wish to add this year.


Mid-March to Mid-April: Prune roses once danger of hard freezes are past. 


Mid-April to Mid-May: Control aphids, thrips & powdery mildew as needed; start watering as 
needed (watch moisture levels in soil).  Fertilize starting a month after pruning.


Mid-May to Mid-June: Water, deadhead, fertilize; control aphids & thrips as needed.


Mid-June to Mid-July: Water, deadhead, fertilize; check for spider mites & control if needed.


Mid-July to Mid-August: Water, deadhead, fertilize, maintain mulch at 3-4 inches.


Mid-August to Mid-September: Water, check irrigation lines for calcium build-up/leaks, 
deadhead.  Fertilize in August but not after September.


Mid-September to Mid-October: Water, control powdery mildew as needed.  Remove dead or 
dying canes and cut back tall canes to prevent breakage from winter weather.  Stop 
deadheading now to allow roses to harden off and prepare for winter.


Mid-October to Mid-November: Keep watering though this period and replenish mulch by 
November 1.


Mid-November to Mid-January: Monitor moisture level in soil and water as needed.


Spring Summer Fall Winter

Prune mid-March to 
mid-April

Dead-head spent 
flowers

Don’t dead-head after 
mid-September/October

Keep an eye on 
irrigation as needed

Start fertilizing monthly 
1 month after pruning

Fertilize once a month Don’t fertilize after 
September

Don’t fertilize

Aphid & thrips control 
as needed

Correct any nutrient 
deficiencies as needed

Replenish mulch as 
needed before Winter

Plan for next year’s 
garden!

Powdery mildew control 
as needed

Powdery mildew, spider 
mite control as needed

Cut back any extra-long 
canes to prevent damage

Check out new roses 
online & in catalogs 



A Few Words on Pruning 
(Edited from the Yavapai Rose Rambler , 1997) 

The ideal time for pruning would be just as the new growth begins - in this area that 
sometimes means as early as January of February if we have a really warm winter.  
Since our last frost date is supposed to occur in early May, we compromise by trying to 
prune March 1-31, weather dictating. We walk a fine line of not wanting to have a late 
freeze kill off new growth versus not wanting to wait too long when the bush is leafing 
out to prune.  If we do get a late freeze after pruning, it usually won’t do much harm to 
new growth unless temps drop to the mid-20s or lower - in which case, just prune back 
to the next lower desirable buds.  Microclimates have a very strong effect here as well - 
so you if you’re in a colder or warmer area you will want to alter your pruning dates 
accordingly.


How you prune a rose will depend on its variety, but there are some general rules to 
follow regardless of the type.  If the rose has an abundance of long canes, it will make 
the job easier if you use loppers to cut them down a bit. Then you’re going to remove 
any dead, dying or diseased canes and any suckers.  A sucker is a cane coming off the 
rootstock, below the bud union on a grafted rose.  If you have a young rose that’s only 
been in your garden for about a year, this is pretty much all you’re going to do for 
pruning, except maybe a little light shaping. Now remove any old canes that you feel 
should be removed (such as ones that are crossing, spindly (1/2 inch or less in 
diameter) or are growing in the wrong direction, like into the center of the bush.  After 
that is done, stand back, take a look and decide which canes you’re going to keep.  
The number of canes that you leave will depend on the variety of rose.  Once you have 
arrived at the desired number of canes, think about how tall you’d like you rose bush to 
be and prune the remaining canes to the desired height. When making your cuts, do so 
at a 45 degree angle about 1/4 inch above an outward leaf axil (bud scar) slanted 
upward toward the side that the bud is on. The cut is slanted upward so the sap will 
run down the side of the cane away from the bud and not inhibit the development of 
the bud that you have selected to make a new cane.  If you cut more than about 1/4 
inch above the bud-eye, the cane may die, turning black, with necrosis possibly 
traveling further down the cane.  Pay attention to the color of the pith as you cut - you 
want a white, cream or soft yellow color (varies) - a darker yellow or brownish color 
indicates an unhealthy, probably diseased condition, so cut a cane like that back to 
healthy-colored pith.  When you are finishing pruning, clean up all of the old, fallen 
leaves from around the bush and remove any remaining old leaves from last year from 
the plant.  There are different styles of pruning that work best for each different variety 
of rose.


In our area, Hybrid teas and Grandifloras generally grow to a height of 4-6 feet - 
sometimes taller for the Grandifloras.  This is where it’s useful to take those loppers to 
the longer canes first, then go in for your final cuts.  You want to aim for leaving 5-8 
canes, and you want to choose the healthier, mid-size canes, removing those that are 
3-4 years old. If there are newer, smaller canes that you want to keep, cut these back 
by 1/3.  You then want to cut the remaining canes to a height of around 2 feet for 
hybrid teas and about 4 feet for grandifloras.  Remember, fewer canes means larger 
but fewer flowers, and more canes means smaller but more abundant flowers.




For Floribundas, you’re going to just take about 1/4 off the top of the canes, leaving all 
of the canes that aren’t dead, dying or diseased.  Sometimes you may want to thin out 
an older Floribunda bush and it will be necessary to remove a few older canes, but 
normally old canes aren’t removed every year.  The canes on a Floribunda are smaller 
than on a hybrid tea so the diameter of the cane at the point of pruning will likely be 
smaller.  Polyanthas should be pruned like Floribundas. So should miniatures, which 
are pruned to a height of about 12 inches. Clean out dead, twiggy material from the 
bush, opening up the center of the bush by pruning out some of the live canes.


For shrub roses such as David Austin and the like, just remove the dead and diseased 
canes and twigs, any suckers and shape as desired, generally taking canes back by a 
third.  Shrub roses can sprawl, so it’s best to allow plenty of room for them.  Resist the 
urge to take the hedge trimmers to your shrub or ground cover roses.  They will 
survive, but the results won’t necessarily be that pretty!  On the subject of ground 
cover roses, they really don’t need much more than a trimming to shape them in the 
direction you want them to go.  If they look fine, then leave them alone.


Regarding the climbers, there are two types to consider: non-remontant and 
remontant.  The non-remontants bloom on last year’s wood early in the season, so 
don’t prune them until the bloom is finished.  For old climbers that haven’t been pruned 
for several years, it would be advisable to remove 1/3-1/2 of the oldest canes at the 
base.  The canes or branches that bloomed this year should be cut back to the lowest 
or next lowest 5 leaflet leaf after blooming.  Canes that are trained horizontally or 
arched produce more blooms than those left to grow straight up.  Canes can be trained 
along the surface you wish, and then where you want the cane to stop growing, just 
turn the end point down and secure it - the horizontal growth should stop at that point.


For Old Garden Roses, clean up dead and twiggy material and lightly shape the bush 
at pruning time, and leave more serious pruning  until after the first, and sometime only, 
bloom cycle.  Then if more thinning of canes or more shaping is required, do so.


 

Correctly Pruned Hybrid Tea Rose Correctly Pruned Floribunda Rose



Making That All-Important Cut 

1. The classically correct cut 
2. Cut too far above the dormant eye 
3.Cut at too steep of an angle above the eye 
4.Wrong direction of angle cut 
5. Cut was badly executed due to poor technique

From the Yavapai Rose Rambler



Handy Rose Terms 

Hybrid Tea Rose - A cross between a Hybrid Perpetual and a Tea rose.  Upright growth 
habit, usually 2’-3’ in width and 3’-8’ in height.  Good as cut flowers, great repeat 
bloom.  Improvements in breeding mean less maintenance is needed.


Floribunda Rose - A cross between a Hybrid Tea and a Polyantha rose.  Usually about 
3’ in width and 3’—5’ in height. Has a vigorous, shrub growth habit with multiple 
blooms on a stem.


Grandiflora Rose - A cross between a Hybrid Tea and a Floribunda rose.  Growth habit 
is basically a very tall hybrid tea, with width of 3’-4’ and height of 5’ or more.


Shrub Rose - Often a cross between Floribundas and old garden roses.  The are 
usually cold hardy and disease-resistant, and make good hedges. The size of shrub 
roses varies widely, from1’-15’ wide and 1’-20’ tall.


Climbing Roses - There are many different varieties resulting from crosses of many 
different types of both old and modern roses.  Size, flowers and fragrance vary widely.  
“Short” climbers are generally around 8’ in height, and some climbers can reach 20’ or 
more!


Grafted Rose - A rose that has been created by taking a cutting of the desired variety 
(called a “scion”) and grafting it onto a rootstock of a different variety.


Bud Union - the point where the scion is grafted to the rootstock.


Dead-heading - Removing spent blooms from the plant.


Cane - A main, or primary stem.


Pruning - Cutting the canes back.


Hip - Fleshy, berry-like seed receptacle.




Selecting Your Rose(s) 

1. Consider the mature size of the rose, not the size it is today, when choosing a plant.  


2. Roses need at least 6 hours of sunlight per day for good performance and health.


3. What USDA zone are you in?  Elevation is a factor - the higher the elevation, the 
lower the minimum winter temperature - most of Prescott is USDA zone 7b, with 
some outlying areas such as Camp Verde being zone 8a or 8b.  Check cold-
hardiness ratings before you buy.  Roses planted in containers should be rated for 
2 zones lower than your zone.


Planting Your Rose - Off to a Good Start! 

1.  Good soil = gardening success!


2. Know your soil type - sandy loam, clay or granite?  Ideal soil is 1/3 compost, 1/3 
loam and 1/3 sand.  Clay soil can be improved by mixing in organic matter such as 
compost or leaf mold.  Earthworm castings are even better than compost for 
enriching soil.  Feather meal is high in nitrogen. 


3. Roses like soil with a pH of 6.0-6.5, but most local soils have a pH of 7.0-7.8; free 	 	   
pH testing is available through the Yavapai County Extension Offices.  Soil sulphur 
can lower the pH. 


4. Roses sold in containers can be planted any time of the year.  Amend the soil 
you’re planting in as needed for your soil type, then dig a hole as deep and twice as 
wide as the soil in the container.  Remove the rose from the container, set into the 
hole and back-fill/firm the soil - with your hands, not your feet!  The rose should be 
at the same soil line as it was in the nursery pot.


5. Water in thoroughly to remove any air pockets that might prevent the roots from 
taking up water, place your irrigation, and MULCH with 3-4 inches of good mulch to 
retain consistent moisture levels in the soil.


Watering Your Rose 

Water is obviously very important, especially consistent water, applied in correct 
quantities.  Too much, and the rose may die; too little, and the rose may die.  Roses are 
high water users, with the exception of established species roses.  To ensure your rose 
gets the right amount of water without stress or salt build-up, which occurs with the 
high mineral content of both the water and soil in our area, water slowly to a 2-3 foot 
depth.  The best way to accomplish this is with drip irrigation.  Water requirements will 
vary with weather, soil and microclimate, but a good general guide is 3-4 gallons per 
plant applied  3-4 times a week in the summer, 2-3 times a week in the spring and fall 
and once a week or less in the winter. Roses in pots or other containers will need to be 
watered more frequently.  Once again, mulching to a three to four inch depth will really 
help retain moisture in the soil.




Fertilizing Your Rose 

Fertilizer consists of 3 main nutrients: Nitrogen (N), Phosphorous (P) and Potassium (K).  
If a product does not have N-P-K numbers on the label, it’s not fertilizer.  Nitrogen 
promotes leafy growth, phosphorous promotes blooms and potassium encourages 
starch storage in the roots.  


Fertilizers can be organic or chemical; the plant can’t tell the difference.  Your soil can, 
though, and organic fertilizers help build up the soil.  Chemical fertilizers are fast-acting 
but a short-term fix.  Organic fertilizers are slower-acting but last longer.


Whether you choose the organic or chemical approach, use a fertilizer formulated for 
roses and always follow the directions on the label!  Too much fertilizer can be worse 
than no fertilizer at all, damage your rose and cause the plant’s leaves to “burn”.  Water 
fertilizers in thoroughly, and only use foliar feed sprays when temperatures are below 
80 degrees to avoid leaf burn. 


Maintaining a regular fertilizing schedule ensures that your rose will be in the best 
health.  Fertilize monthly in May through September, and also apply 1/2 cup of Epsom 
salts during late Spring and early Fall. Don’t fertilize during winter dormancy.


Sometimes, you may see signs of a nutrient deficiency by observing your rose’s leaves.   
Iron deficiency is characterized by yellowing between green veins on young leaves, and 
can be corrected by applying chelated iron. 


Nitrogen deficient plants have a general yellowing of the leaves, starting with the oldest 
leaves first.  The higher pH of our alkaline soils can cause poor nutrient uptake, so 
fertilize regularly with the appropriate amount of nitrogen.  


Magnesium deficiency presents itself in older leaves turning yellow at the edges leaving 
a green arrowhead shape in the center.  Applying 1/2 cup of Epsom salts  twice a year 
will correct this.


In Spring, a month after pruning, put down a fertilizer with nitrogen as the highest 
number.  Roses need nitrogen most when they’re putting out new canes and foliage.


In late Spring and Summer, too much nitrogen can cause distorted blooms, so use a 
fertilizer with a lower nitrogen number, and a higher phosphate number for more 
blooms.


Toward Fall, use a fertilizer with a lower nitrogen number so that the plant doesn’t put 
energy  into more green growth at the expense of storing starches in the roots to get 
through winter dormancy.  Use a fertilizer with a higher potassium number to promote 
good starch storage in the roots.




Managing Rose Pests and Diseases 

We are fortunate to live in a relatively warm, very dry climate which naturally eliminates 
many of the pests and disease problems faced by rose gardeners in other parts of the 
world.  Happily, the few pests that we do have are fairly easily dealt with. 


Spider mites are tiny, spider-like insects that appear on the undersides of leaves during 
hot, dry months (May, June).  Tell-tale signs are sticky stuff or bronzing on leaves and 
sometimes webbing.  To control, hose them off with water or soapy water.  


Thrips and aphids usually appear in early Spring (April, May) and can also be controlled 
by hosing them off with water or insecticidal soap.  They will disappear once things 
warm up, and ladybug larvae also eat aphids. 


Cane borers are small varieties of insects such as wasps and bees that bore a hole in 
the cut ends of rose canes and tunnel in to lay their eggs.  To control, simply cut the 
cane back to the point where there is healthy tissue.  To prevent cane borers, seal 
pruning cuts made to larger canes with Elmer’s all-purpose glue (don’t use any other 
kind of glue).


Cutter bees shouldn’t be regarded as pests, but many people are disturbed when they 
notice semi-circles have been “cut out” of the leaves on their roses.  This does no harm 
to the plant, and the bees use the pieces they cut out to line their nests to raise their 
young.  We need the bees for pollination, so please leave cutter bees to their task; no 
control is needed.


Oh, deer!  Deer love roses - the thorns bother them not one bit, so if deer are a 
problem in your yard, one solution is deer fencing, which can be expensive.  Another 
alternative is deer repellant spray, which is only effective if used consistently.  Then 
again, deer will not walk on unstable surfaces, so placing a “mat” of chicken wire 
suspended by bricks 1-2” off the ground around your roses is a good deterrent.  You 
can cover the wire with mulch or perhaps a deer-resistant companion plant.


Powdery mildew appears as small blisters on the leaves, followed by fuzzy white spots 
that spread. It is caused by poor air circulation and temperature fluctuations and is 
carried by wind and old leaves.  Use a fungicide or spray with water to control, and 
prevent by picking up old leaf litter and keeping beds clean.


Rose Mosaic Disease appears as splotches of whitish-yellow to yellow on otherwise 
healthy leaves.  There is no cure, and it may weaken a plant over many years.  It only 
spreads via infected stock, which is a good reason to obtain your roses from a 
reputable source.


Dead-Heading 

When removing spent blooms (dead-heading), cut the stem at a slight angle, just above an 
outward-facing 5-leaflet.  For every 5-leaflet down the stem that you cut, it will take 5 days 
longer for a new bloom to appear.  Dead-heading encourages re-bloom during the summer and 
spring months and prevents hips from forming. 


Don’t dead-head after early Fall in the Prescott area.  This helps the rose to enter dormancy 
and put its energy toward storing starches in its roots, which are needed during the cold winter 
months.


