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Message from President Julie

 Hello Gardmers. 

    As I write today, it’s very windy, rainy and cold 
– more like March weather than May. Looking
back at my tenure as President these last 2 years, I
liken it to the proverb describing the month of
March; “In like a lion, out like a lamb.” Mid-year
2017, AVGC was debating whether to continue our
very successful, yet arduous, Garden Tour which
the club had been doing biannually for the past 12
years. We were questioning our alliance with the state and national garden
clubs. What I gathered from members was “we are not having fun anymore.”
Many issues were raised, regarding what changes we wanted to make and how
each one would affect our club. Lots of research had to be done to help mem-
bers make informed decisions. As it is not unusual for March to “come in like
a lion,” it is a natural process for a club to go through stormy periods. Change
is inevitable... and healthy.

     During this time, I did not choose my presidential theme or flower. Instead 
my goals were to determine what the majority of members wanted the club to 
be and to put fun back into being a member of AVGC. The Board along with 
several members worked hard to find answers to our questions and concerns. 
Then it was time to make decisions. Looking back, I feel we all made the right 
decisions for our club. We needed a break from the Garden Tour and we want-
ed to keep our state and national memberships. From there, we were able to 
move forward with our budget and new fundraisers, plan our philanthropic 
projects, create our educational goals and spend time together having fun. Two 
years later I feel AVGC is in a good place. We are back to being a vibrant club 
with a generous spirit that loves gardening, nature, and enhancing our commu-
nity. 

I have been honored to lead this group of women - and now, men! Your enthu-
siasm, energy and support made it easy. And I could not have managed this 
without my incredible Board who always had my back! As this term ends, I 
hope you feel that we are “going out like a lamb” – calmer, focused and having 
more fun. I am confident Nicki and her Board will serve you well carring on 
the AVGC’s mission and goals of AVGC.  

Happy Gardening! Julie 
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ALTA VISTA GARDEN CLUB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES,  April 23, 2019 
Call to order: Meeting called to order at 1:15, Julie Lessard presid-
ing. 

Approval of Minutes: March minutes approved as printed, with fur-
ther clarifying information regarding the Penny Pines program includ-
ed in Linda Smith’s report below. 

Roll call: Ann Baugh calling. 31 present. 

Guests: Mary Ann Mira introduced Phillip Stewart and Cynthe Brush 
introduced Randy Odum, first time visitors. 

Refreshments: Linda Smith thanked Chris Robinson, Dianne Mur-
phy, Kathy Madeda and Herdis Maclellan for drinks and snacks. 

Birthdays: Happy May birthdays to Karen Crossley, Barbara Samu-
els, Vicki Hughes and Dianne Moyer. 

Corresponding Secretary: Toni Ristich reported she sent a thank 
you card to Loretta Bresof’s daughter for donating the birdbaths and 
birdhouses sold at the April meeting. Toni also sent a thank you to 
Christina Rizzo, guest, for the infinity scarves she donated. Toni sent 
get well cards to Kathy Madeda and Barbie Zingg. Toni also dis-
cussed the May meeting, to be held at Julie Lessard’s home. There 
will be a brief meeting, followed by the installation of the new offic-
ers of the club. Elaine Gunderson, Northern District Director will 
attend. There will be a sweet and savory finger foods buffet with wine 
punch provided by the Board. Wear your Spring hat – there will be a 
prize for the most unique hat! Julie’s address is 1474 Eureka Ridge 
Way. Julie will send out directions to her house by email. 

Treasurer and vote on 2019-20 Budget: Karen Crossley reported 
 The 2019 to 2020 budget was put up to vote (having been discussed 
and published twice prior to the vote): Ann Baugh moved to accept 
the new budget, Linda Smith seconded and the budget was passed 
unanimously by voice vote. 

50/50 and Purple Box raffles: Herdis Maclellan won $16 in the 
50/50 raffle and Sheron Vandetti won nesting magnolia design hat 
boxes in the Purple Box raffle. 

Penny Pines: Linda Smith provided more detailed information about 
Penny Pines and the Plant-A-Tree programs to Robin Borok, record-
ing secretary, to clarify last month’s report. Penny Pines is a national-
ly run program. The $68 we donate for a commemorative tree may 
not be spent on a tree – it might be used for postage to send seeds 
from an Idaho seed bank to Arizona for reforesting after a fire. The 
local pro-gram, Plant-A-Tree, through the US department of 
Agriculture and the US Forest Service, plants tree seedlings our local 
Prescott forest. For a minimum donation of $10, 10 – 15 seedlings 
selected by the Forest Service are planted. A certificate with the name 
of the donor and honoree is issued to the donor. Linda has printed 
information regarding Plant-A-Tree for anyone interested. 

Garden Gertie: Loretta Bresof discussed “Spring Cleaning” for 
houseplants to remove dust and debris to keep plants healthy. She 
recommended brushing dust off “hairy” plants such as African violets 
using a cosmetics brush; removing spent leaves near the base and 
turning the plant upside-down (holding the soil in with your fingers) 
and swishing it in lukewarm water to clean the leaves. Wipe long 
leaved plants with a damp cloth. 

Committee Reports: Garden Tour Co-Coordinator Cheryl Booth sent 
sign up sheets around the room again, asking for people to consider co

-chairing committees that don’t have chairs yet. Robin Borok, Co-
Coordinator asked members to keep the gardens (once they are an-
nounced) a little under wraps to keep them a surprise when the tour 
comes around.

Nominating Committee: Loretta Bresof, Ann Baugh and Karen 
Crossley announced the new slate of officers: President: Nicki Elms; 
Vice President: Stephen Brubaker; Treasurer: Karen Crossley; Corre-
sponding Secretary: Toni Ristich; Recording Secretary: Diane Benja-
min. Julie Lessard explained that Robin Borok is stepping down due 
to Co-Coordinating the Garden Tour and personal (family) demands. 
A paper ballot vote was taken on the entire slate and the new Board 
was elected unanimously. The club is still looking for an Assistant 
Treasurer. 

Unfinished Business: YMCA Community Garden. Dianne Murphy 
reported that she attended the initial April 6 meeting and bought a 
single plot to work. Garden club members are welcome to join her in 
planting and caring for the plot. The YMCA Community Garden is 
looking for volunteers for presentations on Saturdays at 9:00 AM. 
Dianne recommended getting on the website for the Community Gar-
den to get more information. Dave Klever is the contact person for the 
Community Garden at the YMCA, email dklever1@cable1.net. Phone 
928-308-2861. Contact him if interested in helping with this project. 
Patty Indelicato, former director of the Prescott Creeks Community 
Garden, is now working with Dave on the YMCA Community Gar-
den. 
New Business: The Prescott Farmer’s Market has “Guest Artist” 
spots available for AVGC to sell handmade articles (glass flowers and 
birdhouses). Non-profit organizations may only sell 1-2 times per 
summer, but may have an educational booth at the Market every 
weekend. Julie has sent in our application for a spot to sell our flowers 
and birdhouses. The coordinator of the Farmer’s Market, Kathleen 
Yetz, asked Julie if the club would be interested the quarterly seed 
exchange she is involved with. Julie asked if people had available 
seed to participate - Cynthe, Steve, Kathy Gean, Loretta and Julie all 
indicated they have seeds to donate. 

Kathy Madeda sent Julie information regarding a Mother’s Day Craft 
Show, sponsored by the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, to be held at 
the Prescott Gateway Mall Friday May 10th, from 2-6 PM. Possibly 
AVGC could sell glass flowers and birdhouses at this venue. Cost $40 
for an eight foot table. Overall consensus was that the event is coming 
up too soon to participate, but maybe keep it in mind for next year. 

Announcements: Julie reported that she visited with Cam W to give 
her the $350 gift card given by members of the AVGC. Cam was very 
grateful and sent her thanks back to the club. 

Steve Brubaker’s open garden day is Thursday, May 23 from 9 AM to 
4 PM. The address is 547 Downer Trail in Prescott. Steve will send 
out an email to the club with further information. 

Loretta Bresof announced the Prescott Area Iris Society’s Iris show at 
Mortimer’s May 4 from 10 to 3. There will be many iris plants availa-
ble for sale, as well as an educational demonstration at 10 AM on 
planting and growing iris in Prescott. 

Julie and the Board requested that non-garden related events be an-
nounced during the announcement portion of the meeting to avoid 
distractions during club business. Any related fliers or information can 
be displayed on the table at the back of the room. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:32. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Borok, Recording Secretary 



  May 28th 11:30am  Alta Vista Garden Club - Celebration & Installation of AVGC’s new Board. 

We are having a potluck lunch at Julie Lessard’s home -  

1474 Eureka Ridge Way Prescott.  

If you need a ride, please contact Julie or another Board member. 

  June — Highlands Center — For details of all Programs & Events see https://highlandscenter.org 
June 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th — Discover Stations 
June 15th — Naturalist Walk — Nature from the Ground Up 

  June & July Classes — Watters Garden Center — 

June 14th, Fri — Gardening for Newcomers: 3:30p — 4:30p 

June 22nd, Sat — Blooms that Impress: 9:30a — 10:3a 

June 28th, Fri — Animal Resistant, What’s Eatin’ Your Garden: 3:30p — 4:30p 

July   6th, Sat — Containers that Bloom like Crazy: 9:30a — 10:30a 

July  12th, Fri — Juicer Fruits, Grapes & Berries: 3:30p — 4:30p 

July  20th, Sat — Easy Grow Roses: 9:30a — 10:30a 

July  27th, Sat — Perennial Flower with Impressive Blooms: 9:30a — 10:30a 

Attention All Gardeners!  Spring is here...time to beautify the yard!  The library is host gardening

lectures at 10 a.m. on the fourth Saturday of each month, March through August.  Yavapai Master Gardeners from the 

University of Arizona Cooperative Extension present these talks that include slides and demonstrations. For March, 

get a head start on your vegetable garden!  Hear tips and tricks for starting early and having a high-production garden 

even in a small yard. Topics will include soil prep, seed starting, container versus ground growing and much more. The 

library also has gardening books and magazines to help guide and inspire you! 
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WHAT’S NEXT . . . . Schedule of Events 

 

Happy 

June  . . .
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Artist ~ Berni Parker 

Fire Station #1 Clean-Up ~ by Dianne Murphy

On Thursday, May 2, Carol Westfall, Patti Schifrin, 
Nancy Stelow, Robin Grant, and Dianne Murphy 
tackled the much needed pruning and clean-up at 
the Fire Station #1 planter and surrounding area.  

Our team worked together to prune the butterfly 
bushes, clematis, 'Firefighter' rose and tidied up the 
rest of the planter. Weeds were pulled and bushes 
were trimmed in the surrounding area, which is 
dedicated to the 19 Hotshots that lost their lives fighting the Yarnell fire. 

Daffodils have finished blooming, the iris are budding as is 
the peony. It now looks tidy and will begin to show its true 
colors soon.  

While we were working, four firefighters came out to let us 
know how much they appreciate we are keeping the planter 
looking so beautiful. One of them said something like, “This 
is the Alta Vista Garden Club. They are awesome.” They 
couldn’t thank us enough. 

Photo Credits:  Nancy Stelow (of the AVGC members) | Dianne Murphy 
(the station shots) 
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“Garden Jeopardy”   
with Host, Stephen Brubaker 

Don’t Push that buzzer! Not unless 
you can supply the right answer. 
Test your garden knowledge, have a 
chuckle, maybe even learn some-
thing about gardening in AZ in this 
nod to the famous TV quiz show. 



Page 7 May 2019 Alta Vista Garden Club 

Bird Nests In Spring ~ Mary Ann Mira

At this time of year, I notice birds of all types gathering 
nest building materials from my backyard.  Stray pieces 
of mulch, leaves, spider webs, small twigs, and weed fluff 
are being picked up and flown to the nest building site.  
I’m sure many of you 
are also witnessing this 
frantic activity, and may 
even have beginnings of 
nests appearing on porch 

columns, in decorative outdoor wreaths, 
or anywhere the nest will be protected.  I 
thought it might be fun to take a look at 
the different types of nests some of the 
more common birds build in the Prescott 
area.  So this article will be filled mostly 
with images of bird nests.  

A bird nest is the spot in which a bird lays and incubates its eggs and raises 
its young. Not all bird species build nests. Some species lay their eggs di-

rectly on the ground or rocky ledges. 

Most birds build a new nest 
each year, though some refur-
bish their old nests.  The 
large eyries of some eagles are 
platform nests that have been 
used and refurbished for several 
years. 

In most species, the female 

does most or all of the nest construction, though the male of-
ten helps. In some polygynous species, however, the male 
does most or all of the nest building. The nest may also form 

a part of the courtship display such as in weaver birds. The 
ability to choose and maintain good nest sites and build high 
quality nests may be selected for by females in these species. 

Next, it will be time to watch the nests for emerging babies! 



 Page 8 May 2019 Alta Vista Garden Club 



Page 9 May 2019 Alta Vista Garden Club 

High Tea at Hassayampa Inn ~ by Karen Crossley

April’s Gardeners Day Out, April 28, was a lot of fun at Hassayampa 
Inn's High Tea. We indulged in Chicken Salad Croissants, Smoked 
Salmon on Pumpernickel, Prosciutto and Asparagus sandwiches, de-
licious Scones with Devon Cream and Raspberry Jalapeno Jelly, and 
a wonderful assortment of desserts (like we needed those after such 
a scrumptious meal)!!  

A gourmet selection of teas were also enjoyed. Our table decided to 
each order a different tea to sample and share. What a treat!  Many 
attendees suggested making this an annual Spring event. Sounds 
good to me. Several members wore festive hats. General consensus 
was Nicki would have won the best hat contest had there been 
one.  

Photo Credits: Julie Lessard 
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Spotted Tiger 
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Lets do it again! 
4th of July Parade Float… ~ by Julie Lessard

The 4th of July is sneaking up on us!! The date of the annual parade is Saturday, July 6th at 9am. 
The theme of the parade is "Authentic Western Tradition(s)". Karen Crossley has volunteered her 
trailer again. Chris Robinson said she would take care of getting any plants and shrubs we may need 
for the design. Who else is interested in putting together a float this year? Dianne Murphy has sug-
gested a theme of “Three Sisters’ Plantings,” a native American tradition from centuries ago.  If any 
of you have other ideas, please let us know. Please contact me ASAP. The deadline to submit our 
application is May 27th.  

For new members, Alta Vista has had a float in the parade for three years (2015, 2017 and 2018). We 
started participating on the opposite year of the Tour, but since we didn't have a tour last year, we 
decided to participate in 2018. We are now back on track - 2019 would be the regular year. It has 
been a creative project that is fun to be a part of and gives AVGC come community recognition. We 
won an award for best non-profit in 2017.   

Let Freedom Ring ~ 2015 

 Unsung Heroes ~ 2018 
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