
Greetings Fellow Gardeners! 

     Today I am getting out into my garden to start pruning 

my roses. Each year I struggle with this task. When I see 

those cute little leaf buds starting to emerge, I get excited 

for Spring and don’t want to cut them off! This makes it 

difficult to do a thorough pruning. What has made it even 

more difficult are the warm temperatures and lack of mois-

ture this winter. I checked with Yavapai Cooperative Ex-

tension to see if they recommend any time changes this 

year and, even with the unusual weather, March is the month to give – actually all per-

ennials – a major haircut. 

     I found an article from 2013 by Ken Lain, owner of Watters Garden Center, entitled 

“Rose Pruning in Five Easy Steps.” You can find this article by googling Ken Lain, 

rose pruning – he has written lots of articles on this topic. Here is a brief overview of 

those five steps: 

1. Cut out all dead canes

2. Cut off all wild-looking canes and any crossing over branches

3. Cut out old canes – ones that have bark starting to form on them

4. Prune out any canes that suffered winter damage (frost) – these appear green on the

bottom with red to purple on the tops

5. Seal any cut canes larger than your pinky finger (I don’t like using a tar-based sealer

and I have heard alternatives can be nail polish and white glue. I think I am going to try

the white glue this year.)

    Some other tips: Leave 5-7 healthy canes that are at least pencil-thick (hard for me to 

do). Cut hybrid tea roses down to half their size* (also hard for me to do). Remove all 

dead leaves and flowers – on the bush as well as on the ground. Some diseases will sur-

vive the winter and re-infect your plants. Pruning of all perennials will encourage fresh 

growth for the upcoming season. And very important last step with pruning, don’t for-

get to feed “everything to begin a healthy season.”  Roses love a rich compost mulch.  

So - dig out your gloves and pruning shears and go have some fun in your garden!!!     

* More rose pruning tips:  Ground cover and floribunda roses just need light shap-

ing, main canes of climbing roses should be tied horizontally to encourage more flow-

ering, then side shoots can be cut to four leaves. 

STUFF YOU SHOULD KNOW . . . . 
• UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING?  Just call or email Cynthe Brush for an excused absence

~ 928-778-0543 or mudwoman@greyvisual.com
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  Message from President Julie 



ALTA VISTA GARDEN CLUB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES,  February 27, 2018 

Call to order: Meeting called to order at 1:25 PM, Julie Les-

sard presiding. 

Approval of previous minutes: January minutes approved 

as printed. 

Roll call: 28 present, 6 absent 

Guests: Susan Nelson, first visit; Barbara Zingg, second visit 

and Cherie Gossett, second visit. 

Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Dianne Murphy, Roberta Pe-

layo, Loretta Bresof and Lauren Newington. 

Corresponding Secretary: Toni Ristich noted that she re-

ceived a letter of resignation from Anna Bess Robinson, due 

to health reasons. Toni also thanked the snack and drink pro-

viders, snacks Margo Lindsey and Karen Crossley and drinks, 

Robin Borok. In March, we will have a potluck - Chris Rob-

inson and Loretta Bresof to organize. Loretta said that the 

potluck would start at 12:30 and asked members to bring a 

simple, self-designed, live floral arrangement to be judged. 

There will be a prize for the winner. 

50/50 Raffle: Barbara Zingg won $22. 

Purple Box: Dede Erceg won a stitched wall plaque "Have a 

bloomin good day". 

Penny Pines: Cheryl Booth reported $68 ready to purchase a 

tree, $1.00 toward the next tree. There was a suggestion to 

donate the tree in honor of Anna Bess, but there may already 

be a designee for this tree. Anna Bess to be considered for 

next tree if this tree is spoken for. 

Garden Tip: Dianne Murphy displayed a mini greenhouse 

made from a plastic bedding package. She gave a handout 

explaining how to make the greenhouse. She also gave a 

handout on pesticides which should not be used because of 

deadliness to bees. Lastly, she showed a plant marker made 

of a wine cork on a skewer. 

Old Business: 

Holiday Luncheon: Roberta Pelayo discussed the Holiday 

Luncheon held at Antelope Hills last year. General feedback 

was that the Italian dinner (2018) was similar to the Italian 

lunch (2017), but more expensive. The dinner menu included 

dessert, which was unimpressive, and a couple more dishes 

than the lunch menu. Total cost of the dinner option - individ-

ual cost ($21) plus club portion (linen fee, tax and gratuity) 

came to about $31 per person. Roberta asked for a committee 

to look into other options, including Augie's (Linda Williams 

had researched, $600 for tapas for 35 people, no charge to use 

their banquet room). A volunteer committe was formed to 

look into other venues; Kathy Madeda to chair, members Lin-

da Williams, Cynthe Brush, Barbara Zingg, Margo Lindsey, 

Lauren Newington and Dede Erceg. 

Stocking Stuffer Bazaar Fundraiser: Karen Crossley  

noted that many people do-nated time and materials but did 

not ask for reimbursement. Best sellers were small 

birdhouses, teacup succulents, terrari-ums, upcycled bags and 

garden gloves. Cynthe Brush stated it was a good project and 

we should do it again. 

Announcements: 

Books on the back table were donated to the club for free. 

Toni Ristich will get the name of the donor from Cynthe 

Brush and send a thank you card. 

Julie Lessard sent sign up sheets for her yard art workshops, 

Friday afternoons in the month of March. 

Dede Erceg reminded people to be gathering items for the 

yard sale in May. Contact Dede for larger items needing to be 

picked up. Bring smaller things to meetings and she will take 

them. 

Ruth Lysack asked for 1 pound coffee tins or similar sized 

cans to fill with cement to provide support for signs at the 

Smoki Museum Native Plant Garden. 

Frances Martinez rose to thank Julie Lessard for the wonder-

ful job she is doing as President and to thank Vicki Hughes 

for the beautiful newsletter. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:30, followed by committee descrip-

tions by Chairpersons and sign ups by members. Members 

reminded they are required to sign up for at least two com-

mittees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robin Borok, Recording Secretary 
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Karen Crossly is so glad everyone enjoyed 
the cake at last meeting.  Here is the recipe 

TOFFEE BAR CAKE 

Prepare a package of German Chocolate Cake 
Mix according to directions and put in 9x13 pan.  
Remove from oven and poke holes all over warm 
cake.  Pour a 12oz jar of Caramel Ice Cream 
Topping over cake.  Allow cake to cool slight-
ly.  Crush six toffee bars (Heath or Skor) and 
sprinkle 1/3 over caramel topping. Combine an 
8oz Cool Whip (thawed), small box of Instant 
Butterscotch Pudding and 1 cup Milk.  Spread 
evenly over cake.  Sprinkle remaining toffee bars 
over top.  Refrigerate. 

ENJOY!!!!! 

Margo Lindsay’s cookies were delicious and 
decorative. She purchased the edible wafer pa-
pers from Fancyflours.com.  They also sent her 
the recipe for the cookies and a brochure for all 
the seasons. 

You can also call them at 406-587-0118. 

Thank you Margo. 

Here's the sugar cookie recipe. 

No Fail Sugar Cookies Recipe 

Ingredients: 
- 6 cups all-purpose flour
- 3 teaspoons baking powder
- 1 teaspoon salt
- 2 cups unsalted butter
- 2 cups granulated sugar
- 2 large eggs
- 2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Instructions: 
1. Cream sugar and
butter until fluffy,
about 5 minutes.
Add eggs and vanil-
la. Mix dry ingredi-
ents in separate
bowl and add to but-
ter mixture. Mix well.

2. Put a handful of the freshly made dough be-
tween two sheets of parchment paper and roll to
desired thickness. Repeat with the rest of the
dough. Put the rolled dough, including the
parchment paper, on a cookie sheet and refrig-
erate for 10 minutes or longer. Your dough will
be chilled and ready to cut and bake with no
wait and no added flour! Repeat with scraps af-
ter cutting cookies.

3. Bake at 350° F for 8 -10 minutes. Let cool.
Recipe makes 8 dozen 3" cookies.

Recipes for our February General Meeting refreshments;  

Photo by Linda Williams 
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WELCOME to SPRING POT LUCK and Floral Arrangement Contest 
~ Submitted by Loretta Bresof & Chris Robinson 

     Our ‘Welcome to Spring Pot Luck’  is to be held on 
Tuesday, March 27th at 12:30 pm, before our regular 
garden club meeting. 

     If you were unable to sign-up at the last two meet-
ings, just bring a dish of your choice.  Also, bring a 
copy of your recipe for your dish and it will be shared in 
next month’s newsletter.   A little tag naming your dish 
placed next to it, would be helpful.  Refreshments will 
be supplied by the hostesses.   

     Along with our pot luck, we are having a Welcome Spring Contest!  Bring an arrangement of 
fresh flowers to enter in our Floral Arrangement Contest!   Our membership will vote on 
the  “Best in Show” arrangement and there will be a prize for the winner!  There are no design 
rules, any container will do, but arrangement must be made by you with fresh flowers, not 
silk….and have FUN!   March Hostesses Chris and Loretta, are hoping to see enough arrange-
ments to have one on every table.  “Go Spring, Be Creative”! 
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March 21st  10 am — noon   Rose Pruning Workshop – Chino Valley 

March 27th  12:30 PM 

Every Saturday    9:30 AM 

Open to the public, hosted by our master gardener rose expert, Phyllis Jiacalone 

will conduct a rose pruning demonstration at a residence.  There are 90 hybrid  

teas, and the homeowners are letting the public come and they can bring pruners 

and loppers and practice.  

From Hwy 89, right on Road 2 South, first left is Adair.  Park on the street. 

Alta Vista Garden Club Meeting — Welcome to Spring Pot Luck & 

Floral Arrangement Contest! 

Watters Garden Center – Garden Classes 
Mar 24th — Trees of Spring 
Mar 31st — Advanced Container Designs 
Apr  7th  — Drip Irrigation Design and Installation 
Apr 14th — Planting Advice that Works 
Apr 21st  — Go Native and Low, Low Maintenance 
Apr 28th — Growing Your Own Groceries—Ladybug Release Weekend 

Month of April Highlands Center — Check their website for details of all Programs & Events 

Saturdays: 
Prescott Audubon Society Bird Walk —  April 14 at 8:00 am - 10:00 am   

The 2018 season of Prescott Audubon Society bird walks at the Highlands Center will take 
place on the second Saturday of every month. 

Insights to the Outdoors with Andrew Johnson — April 14th at 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

A Tale of 10 New Species: A Guide to Discovering Biodiversity 
What species is that? In this workshop, Andrew will draw on his experience with Desert  
Stink Beetles to teach participants about beetle diversity and the process of discovering 
new species.  The class will examine biodiversity at many different levels, from backyard 
discovery to genetic testing.  During the lab section, participants will learn how to prepare 
research-grade museum specimens from locally collected insects.  

WHAT’S NEXT . . . . Schedule of Events 

Happy April 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

 MARGO LINDSEY 
SUBMITED BY  STEPHEN BRUBAKER

     When we caught up with Margo Lindsey, she was preparing English 

breakfast tea to be served in fine porcelain tea cups decorated with 

tasteful pink roses.  She was also babysitting her charming four-year-

old granddaughter, whose seven-year-old sibling was in school.  We sat 

on the patio in the chilly air and the warm morning sun drinking tea 

while Margo sketched her history.   

     Margo’s father, a Dutch expat fleeing a war-torn Europe, met his lovely bride in South Africa on 

the way to Indonesia.  The event changed his life: he married, cancelled his travel plans and stayed 

on in Africa.  For some time her parents lived in South Africa, and Margo was born in Pretoria.  Her 

father studied horticulture and spent much of his working life managing the horticultural programs at 

a prominent game preserve called Wankee. It’s in Zimbabwe a hundred miles south of Victoria 

Falls.  He also designed gardens and golf courses. This was the nineteen fifties, and he was using re-

cycled water in the designs - long before such conservation practices were fashionable stateside.    

     Margo left Africa in the mid nineteen seventies and lived for two years in Europe.  Most of the 

Americans she met there she found distasteful, so she was not optimistic when a friend of hers prom-

ised to introduce her to one more.  That American, named Bob, she married. They recently celebrated 

their 45th wedding anniversary.   

     Her husband took a keen interest in Margo’s background and was game to visit Wankee with her 

some years after she had left.  They saw it in one of just two convertible Pontiac Firebirds  on the 

whole continent, photographing the wildlife using Nikon cameras and long lenses.  One photo is a 

close-up of the eye of an elephant.  At a critical moment, they were happy that Margo could read the 

malevolent intentions of a large rogue male elephant, and that the car 

had plenty of get-up-and-go.  

     For the last 31 years Margo and Bob have lived in Arizona.  Much 

of that time was spent in Scottsdale.  For fifteen years they had a 

townhouse in Pinetop, another Arizona town at the edge of a national 

forest. 

     She is involved in the Prescott Iris Society as well as the Alta 

Vista Garden Club, and has been involved with Weeders Garden 

Club, Sun Lakes Garden Club, and White  Mountain Garden 

Club.  She has a strong interest in participating in and promoting ac-

tivities that focus on sharing of gardens with other gardeners. 

     Our visit was in early March.  This is not the best time for a great 

garden show anywhere near Prescott. Nevertheless, we had fun in her 

garden. Her front yard, gravel-paved to conserve water.  In bloom 

were two Bradford pears and some very cheery daffodils. “Now that I 

know that daffodils do well here, I intend to plant more,” she told us.  

Photo by Kathy Madeda 



March ’18 Gardener’s Day Out  ~ by Renie Collier 

     Just a reminder for Gardener’s Day Out, March 21 @ 6pm, 
Allan’s Flowers Wine and Design. If anyone is interested and has 
not signed up there is still time to join the fun.  Just stop by Al-
lan’s Flowers, 1095 E Gurley St, Prescott, signup and pay for 
class prior to March 21. 

     This GDO is a hands on creating a flower design and drinking 
WINE. Fun! Fun time!! 
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Spotlight  on…. Margo Lindsay ~ Continued 

    Along the wall at the edge of the property she has planted some three-year-old  asparagus 

crowns.  If all goes well, their feathery foliage will grace the property and erect a lovely green veil, 

obscuring the neighbor’s house just a bit.  Some cannas or dahlias are 

slated to provide complementary foliage and flowers.  Maybe some of 

that asparagus will find its way to the table.  

     In the walled garden at the rear of her house is a raised bed featuring a 

Christmas-tree sized Colorado spruce, holly-

hocks, herbs, and a few other plants. A recent 

frost had wilted the ruby red stems of some Swiss 

chard, but the companion Dusty Miller stood 

tall.   There were gaps, though where delphiniums 

and nasturtiums bloomed during summer.  Deco-

rations include a planter disguised as a giant polka-dot coffee cup and a 

carved wooden coyote forever howling at the moon.   

     Plans for improvements include a pergola that 

is to go over the top of a paved area that now 

houses an unused spa.  And we spoke of the possi-

bility of setting a fence on the masonry wall at the 

rear edge of the property, and planting passion 

flowers on it, both for the frilly purple blossoms 

and for the delicious fruits.  “We used to grow 

those in Johannesburg,” she told us.  Photos by Stephen Brubaker 



 

 Garden Gerties ~ Barbara Samuels 

     Every month one of our members prepares a not-more than 5-
minute talk regarding a tip she or he has found helpful in nurturing 
their garden.  This was implemented in September and might in-
clude handouts and demonstrations.  As of this writing there are 
enough "Gerties" signed up through July.  However, any time anoth-
er member wants to sign up, August and beyond are available so 
just let Barb Samuels know. 
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Beautiful Glass Flowers 

     Here is a sneak preview of the beautiful glass flowers we are making for the upcoming yard sale fund-

raiser in May (and for ourselves). We are all having 

so much fun creating these little gems! One member 

said she was coming over just to watch and chat with 

everyone. She ended up making two beautiful flow-

ers! You don’t have to be an artist to come play with 

us! I guarantee it will bring out the creative side of 

you and you can get to better acquainted with some 

members. There is still time to join us! Every Friday 

in March from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. Contact me if you 

are interested.                Happy Gardening! Julie 
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Smoki Museum Project 

     The Smoki Museum has 30 native plants. They want to install plant stands with attached signs 

in front of each plant. The signs would have the name of 

the plant and an explanation, so they are not tiny. 

     The Smoki Museum asked Ruth Lysak if AVGC would 

help support this endeavor. We are happy to report that 

the Project has been approved. 

     We need your help. Please start saving large coffee 

cans and/or one gallon paint cans. The cans will be filled 

with cement and the plant stands secured in them. Then 

they will be placed in the ground in front of each plant. 

Thanks for your help. 

The Beautification Committee 

CALLING ALL PHOTOS! 

     Have you taken pictures, while out with your fellow Alta Vista Garden Club mem-

bers, and don’t know what to do with them? 

     As you are aware, Frances Martinez is our historian, she is not receiving pictures -- 

printed -- for the club's scrapbooks.  If you could send me your pictures, I will down-

load them and print these pictures for Frances.       

     These are any photos taken at outings (like Gardener’s Day Out), 

projects (like our Fundraiser and upcoming Garage sale), garden of 

the month and luncheons. These photos can also be used on our Alta 

Vista Garden Club website. 

Thank you,  

Kathy Madeda 


