Alta Vista Garden Connection
Message from President Julie
Since we are doing a condensed version of the newsletter
this month, I will postpone most of my historical findings until
next month. It has been quite an adventure and has lead me in
many directions. I will, however, make a few notations.

AUGUST 2018
E di te d b y
New sl e t te r Te am

What’s Inside . . .
President Julie’s Message

First, I found that as far back as August 1955, the Prescott
Garden Club has had garden tours. This particular one was for
members and their guests, first meeting at Sharlot Hall to tour
the Territorial Rose Garden. All of the gardens belonged to club
members and were located near town on Park Ave, Virginia St,
Montezuma St and Copper Basin. The tour ended at the president’s home where lemonade was served. I don’t believe this
was a fund-raiser but equivalent to our Gardner’s Day Out. I
also discovered that Alta Vista had a fundraising garden tour in 1966 and tour tickets rendered
$251 (according to meeting minutes and treasurer’s report). I have not yet come across any flyers
or news articles regarding this tour. So here is where I will put a plug in for a 2020 Garden
1
Tour: IT’S IN OUR BLOOD, FOLKS!!!

July 2018 Meeting Minutes

2

Yavapai County Fair

On my third visit to Sharlot Hall Archives, I was going through hand-written minutes from
Prescott Garden Club’s meetings. Interestingly enough, I found that this club participated in the
4 “Last Minute Stocking Stuffer Bazaar” from about 1997 to 2002 (I didn’t realize that Bazaar had
5 been around that long!). In one of their budgets, they projected making $250 at the Bazaar –
5 that’s quite a bit for the late ‘90s! And not to mention that they were a “Less than 20 members”
club at that time. I wonder what items they sold? So, this is a reminder to all of you crafty
6
members to please let Karen Crossley know if you are interested in participating in this
7 year’s Bazaar.

3

What’s Next—Schedule of Events
Happy Birthday
Librarian Needed
Nora Graf‘s Gourds
2018 Northern District Meeting
2019 Yearbook Photos
The Greater Roadrunner
Visit to San Jose

4

8
9

Aug ‘18 Garden of the Month 10 & 11
Gardeners Day Out

11

Blooming in August

12 & 13

Visiting The Launch Pad Teens

14

Today I met with our historian Frances Martinez to pick up the box of old club minutes that
has been sitting on her front porch for a couple of months. I found out Sharlot Hall will gladly
take and archive them for us. She invited me in to look at a few more scrapbooks. As we were
talking, the Yavapai County Fair came up. Frances has been participating in the fair for years
and loves submitting her dolls and roses. She took me into her kitchen and showed me 5 silver
platters she has received over the years. She
told me these were given as the highest
floriculture award. She is very proud of
these platters. She then took me to her
‘Doll Room” and showed me her awesome
collection of ribbons. I took pictures to
share with you all. I hope this inspires you
to submit your own handiwork to this
year’s Fair.
Enjoy the monsoons and Happy Gardening!! Julie

STUFF YOU SHOULD KNOW . . . .
• UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING? Just call or email Cynthe Brush for an excused absence
~ 928-778-0543 or mudwoman@greyvisual.com

AVGC is a member of the Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs and the National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Established in 1951. Published by AVGC, Prescott, Arizona. Circulation: 36
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ALTA VISTA GARDEN CLUB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES, June 26, 2018
Call to order: Meeting called to order at 1:30PM, Julie Lessard presiding. Karen Crossly said that she puts out the Della Robia Holiday Wreath for
the birds.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of June 26, 2018 approved as printed.
Margo entertained us with the story of her Monarch Butterly sitting on her
silk flowers!. Chris Robinson said that she has four hummingbirds. Three
Special Request from Frances Martinez:
love her feeders, but one hummingbird really enjoys her glass flower.
Frances wanted to thank everyone for the honor of Penny Pines.
She also said that our Newsletter was fabulous and was delighted with the
No Committee Reports.
pictures of her and her daughters at Flying Leap
A special thank you to all the Members for all that we do.
Unfinished Business: Members voted to approved $100 to upgrade the
AVGC website and a website monthly maintenance fee of $13.50 (up from
Roll Call: 26 present.
$6.50).
Julie said that the Launch Pad Community Site is successful. She is
Guests: Holly Bosch, introduced by Karen Crossley and Patti Schifrin,
putting together a tour of the Garden for members and will send an email
introduced by Margo Lindsey.
with all the details.
August Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Linda Smith and Chris Robinson.
New Business: Julie talked about the Stocking Stuff Bazaar. If the
members want to pursue this Fundraiser we need to start organizing now.
Refreshment Coordinator: Linda Smith thanked Diane Benjamin and
Nicki Elms for snacks and Debbie Mathern and Karen Crossley for drinks. Everyone seemed to be in agreement that we should move forward with
this. We need a Committee Chair. Karen Crossley will check on our curRobin Borok and Doug Arthur will bring snacks and Dede and Steve will
be bring drinks to the August 28th meeting. Linda also wanted us to know rent inventory and list what were the most popular items that sold. We
that the outside Trash Bin that we usually use is now locked. So we have need less people the day of the event. Last year we made $700 profit. Ideas: small items that are stocking stuffers, small Christmas cactus in
been instructed to leave our trash bags by the Trash Bin or outside the
door. She also brought in the new recycle bins that we will be using at our mugs, small glasswork items, small birdhouses (have from last year),
garden gloves. Dede suggested that we sell seeds in small envelopes that
Meetings.
would have an Alta Vista Garden Club label. She said that seeds should
be stored in brown bags. Emails will be sent regarding this Fundraiser
Corresponding Secretary: Toni Ristich reported that she sent special
thank you notes to Mortimers and Home Depot for loaning us plants and Event.
flowers for our Float. Robyn Grant returned the plants. Thank you to
Julie brought up a Garden Tour for 2020. Dede said if we decide to do this
everyone for their support with the Float. Toni welcomed Linda Smith as
the Committee needs to be ready to start in January, 2019. This Tour
the New Refreshment Coordinator.
requires a two year commitment. And the Garden Tour will be managed
differently from the last Tours, there will be various Committees, not just
Treasurers Report: Karen Crossley also reminded the Chairpersons of
two members. The date for the Tour may be different. The amount of
Committees that they need to know what their Budget is for the year
Gardens may be less. It was decided to set aside a specific amount of
2018-2019. If a person in their Committee submits a request for
reimbursement they must present the request to the Committee Chair for time during the August Meeting to discuss timeline, Committees and procedures.
approval and signature. Then the request can be submitted to the
Treasurer. By doing this, the Committee Chair is always aware of the
Announcements: The Membership Committee members purchased pins
Budget and if funds are available. The monies for the Float went over
to distinguish them for new Members. The Executive Board decided that
budget. Therefore, there is no more money in Publicity and the Garden
AVGC should pay for the pins. They will be the property of the Club and
Club will not be in the Fair this year.
when a Member is no longer on the Membership Committee she will return the pin. Each pin cost $6.00 so the total expenditure was $60.00.
Purple Box and Raffle: Margo won $20 in the 50/50 Raffle. Dianne
Murphy won a pretty bird feeder dish in the Purple Box.
Dianne Murphy reminded everyone that we are putting together a basket
for the Highland Center Fundraiser. If anyone has items, please bring
Penny Pines: Linda Smith reported that to date we have $47.27.
them to the August Meeting.
Garden Gertie: There was no “official” Garden Gertie this month. Barb Right now we have a birdhouse, gloves, glass art and are in the process
of sorting through the items that did not sell from the Christmas Stocking
Samuels encouraged members to write down the month when they
Stuffer Fundraiser to include in the Basket.
signed up to be Garden Gertie.
She read the list of those who signed up and for what months through the
Loretta mentioned that the Annual Iris Rhizome Sale sponsored by the
end of the year. She encouraged members who have not signed up to
Prescott Area Iris Society will be held on Saturday, July 28th from 10-3 at
think of “ A Garden Tip to Share”. Many members volunteered tips, so
the Stoneridge Community Center in Prescott Valley. Get there early!
we did end up having Garden Gertie.
Meeting adjourned at 2:35.
Nicki Elms updated us on her report on nesting. She had suggested
dryer lint be placed out so that birds could use this for nesting. She
wanted everyone to know that this is no longer approved for nesting. Bits Respectfully submitted,
Linda Williams, Substitute for Robin Borok, Recording Secretary
of col-ored yarn and animal hair are a good substitute.
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Yavapai Fair is a 4 day event on the 6th to the 9th of
September 2018 at the Prescott Rodeo Grounds. We would like to encourage AVGC members to enter: beautiful flowers, wonderful veggie garden
produce, delicious preserves, hand crafted items, photography, fine arts,
and anything else that qualifies. This is our fair showcasing the talents
of Yavapai County residents.
It’s easy to enter! The Online Link for Eateries is: https:/yavapai.fairwire.com
You bring your exhibits in on Wednesday, September 5th.
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WHAT’S NEXT . . . . Schedule of Events
Aug 28th

1:00pm

Sept 11th 10am-2pm
Month of Aug & Sept

Alta Vista Garden Club - Butterflies Wonderland — Adriane Grimaldi
AVGC GDO — Three Prescott Garden Tour / Potluck Luncheon

Highlands Center — For details of all Programs & Events see https://highlandscenter.org
Saturdays: Discovery Gardens Admission $5 for adults, $2 for kids, FREE for members.
Naturalist Walk, Aug 25th at 8:30

Join Fred Oswald for a Nature Walk on the Highlands Center trails! The walk will take
approximately 1.5 hours and involve a moderate incline.
Guided Gardens Walk, Aug 25th at 10:30am
Insights to the Outdoors, Aug 25th at 9am — Noon

Watters Garden Center — Saturdays: 9:30 AM-10:30 AM
Aug 25th — Ground Covers, Vines & Erosion Control
Sept 1st — Gardening for Newcomers
Sept 8th — Secret Gardens with Hedges Privacy Screens
Sept 15th — Wildlife & Bug Prevention
Sept 22nd — Fruit Trees—Health and Harvest
Sept 29th — Planting for Success in our Mountain Soil

Happy September
….
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Librarian Needed ~ Julie Lessard
A former member of the garden club, Sue
Dorchester, has donated beautiful and informative gardening books to the garden club. It
would be nice if we could use these books as a
library where members could check book out
and then return them for another member to
check out. Anyone wishing to donate their garden books
could also
be a possibility. We
could store
them in a rolling carrying case. A volunteer is
needed to be in charge and bring them to
the meetings every month. Please contact
Dianne Murphy for details on this new volunteer opportunity.

Our July Presentation
Nora Graf ~ Gourds
Her entire life Nora
has lived in the American West with its landscapes and history inspiring her art.
Gourd Central is how
she refers to her small
house in Camp Verde.
Her storage and work area is the eastern facing
front porch, where she
does dusty tasks like
carving, sawing, sanding, and cleaning out the
gourds. Many of the
gourds are from her own
backyard. Others are
from Wuentz Farms,
Coolidge, AZ. The natural materials Nora uses are chosen with an eye to local
sources with Arizona symbolism in many of her pieces. If you missed Nora’s talk,
see her fabulous items at: www.MesquiteGourds.com
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2019 Yearbook Photos
I’d like to thank everyone who stepped up to
have their photo taken at the AVGC July meeting. I’m very impressed with how photogenic
everyone has proven to be. I’ve included a few
representative images below.

Alta Vista Garden Club

An opportunity to look glam does not present itself every day! But even those of us who are
convinced we never could look glam, would like
to look like we are part of the group in the yearbook pages. It’s an opportunity to be photographed under the same conditions with the help
of our great photo team: Cynthe Brush, Renie
Collier, and Kathy Madeda, with Renie’s exceptional ability to get us all smiling as warmly as
she does.

We will be taking photos on at least one more
occasion and would be very pleased if everyone
who was not photographed in July would be pre- See you in August.
pared to be photographed in August. It is our
intention that no photos older than July of this
Stephen Brubaker, Photographer
year appear in next year’s yearbook.
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San Jose Municipal Rose Garden ~ Vicki Hughes
On a summer road trip to California with my
family, we spent time at Sequoia National Park,
Kings Canyon National Park, San Francisco and
Lake Tahoe. My sister, a terrific planner, surprised
me with a visit to “America’s Best Rose Garden".

The San Jose Municipal Rose Garden is a historic rose garden in San Jose, California, in the
Rose Garden District. Founded in 1927, the garden
is exclusively dedicated to roses and features
more than 3,500 shrubs representing 189 rose varieties. Wikipedia.
While our visit was brief it was certainly memorable. It didn’t take me long to realize I should be taking photos to share (if
only these few) of the beautiful flowers AND recording their names for this
newsletter article. The San Jose Municipal Rose Garden is truly magnificent.

2014 Mercury Rising
—Meilland

1998 Fame!
—Zary

2014 Good As Gold
—Carruth

2010 Crescendo
—Zary

2012 Sugar Moon
—Bedard

2008 Mardi Gras
—Zary

2012 Ketchup &
Mustard—Bedard
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Garden of the Month ~ August 2018

by GOM Committee ~ Photos by Steve Brubaker & Carol Westfall

“Welcome! Welcome!” says this garden at 621 Glendale Avenue in Prescott. A beautiful lavender Adirondack chair flanked
by vibrant pink potted geraniums on a side table and backed by a
soaring Ponderosa Pine is the first invitation. “Sit and enjoy the
day,” is the second.
Just across the walk is a beautiful English-style cottage garden
with a great variety of flowering plants and colorful, whimsical
accents. This scene causes many drivers to step on the brakes to
get a better look. This is Alta Vista Garden Club’s Garden of the
Month for August.
Peter Madine and Virginia
Mullins have been gardening
here for seven years. When
they first bought the home,
the garden and the front yard
"Peter, Virginia and Barney
were
overrun with Vinca and
enjoying their garden."
scrub oak. First on the list of
to-do’s was to clear all the overgrown vines revealing the underlying
structure of the yard and the stone terraces. One neighbor asked when
they had put the terracing in, not realizing terraces had always been
there, just buried under the green ground cover.
The couple carefully researched the history of the home, which is
on the National Register of Historic Places. Built by Perry Germand
in 1926, the patriarch of the family came to Arizona from Illinois to
convalesce from TB. Because he could not be in the garden as much
as he wanted, he had the garden oriented to face the house so he could
sit on the porch and enjoy its beauty and serenity. Virginia and Peter
often sit in
that same spot
"The jojoba tree arches over potted
plants and a stone cairn."
with their
morning tea to
savor the same serenity that Mr. Germand found.

"It's always tea time in this English garden."

Virginia says she favors her husband’s English
garden style, adding “If we notice a bare spot, in
goes another plant.” For a small area there is a
striking variety of plants in this garden sharing
space with gaily colored garden art--- colored watering cans, a gnome named Rosemary and art
deco flowers, as well as statuary. Among the most
eye-catching plants are carpet and climbing roses,
the sculptural jojoba tree with branching trunks
close to the ground, Asiatic lilies and bee balm. A
foxtail fern fills a giant blue pot standing where a
Siberian elm once grew.
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GOM August 2018 ~ continued
The garden blooms in all seasons: An amaryllis blooms very early with the help of extra mulching, followed by
peonies, snapdragons, pin cushion flower, Agapanthus, tickseed, gladioli and day lilies, in their own sweet time.
Virginia like to grow “anything, as long as it’s not orange !”
Although Peter helps Virginia garden organically in the front yard and calls himself her “go-fer,” he claims the
hidden back yard as his domain. There, he grows fruit trees and roses on trellises and vegetables in colorfully decorated tubs painted a lively pink called “Frankly, Scarlett. ”
Listen to the garden’s greeting and enjoy a visit to Virginia’s
and Peter’s always evolving garden at 621 Glendale Avenue.
You will be delighted.

"Thyme to get a buzz on."

"This foxtail fern winters in Phoenix."

AVGC September GDO
Three Prescott Garden Tour & Potluck Luncheon
Tuesday, September 11, 10am-2pm
Cynthe Brush’s 2-year-old ‘wild & rustic’ garden incorporates permaculture
& hugelkulture principles using rain basins & swales to nurture native trees
& wildflowers, a young fruit orchard, a veggie jungle...and more.
1970 West Shadow Valley Drive — Prescott 86305 | 928-778-0543
Susan Tolley, master gardener & past member of AVGC, cultivates a garden
with beautiful plantings and her own incredible art pieces.
2015 Charteroak Drive — Prescott 86305 | 928-830-2795
Debbie Mathern’s well groomed gardens: Veggies, Herbs & Flowers feature
her own art mosaics and rusty metal accents. We will finish the tour and
enjoy a potluck luncheon at her place. Let Debbie know what dish you will
be bringing to share.
7633 North Deerfield Drive — Prescott 86305 | 928-443-8909
Parking is limited at some locations. Please plan on carpooling. Wear comfy
walking shoes.
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Visiting The Launch Pad Teens
at the Prescott Community Garden
Toni Ristich arranged a visit
and photo op for late afternoon
yesterday, with a group of the
teens who’ve been growing veggies at Prescott Community Garden. The project was started
with an AVGC donation of a garden bed for the summer plus
funds for getting plants and
seeds.
Five AVGC members: Roberta
Pelayo, Diane Benjamin, Julie
Lessard, Dianne Murphy, and
Cynthe Brush came to meet the
kids and see what they were
growing.
Fortunately, Diane B. and
Roberta arrived early before the
monsoon drama began a torrential downpour accompanied with
lightning and thunder just overhead. Dianne M. and Julie got
there as it began pouring with

the teens running for shelter! Cynthe drove into the parking lot
as Julie, Dianne and Diane, and Roberta were getting into their
cars out of the deluge. A wild moment!!
The kids were great. Raquel is taking over as manager of the
garden. There were 8 raised beds planted and 3 unplanted,
growing peppers, squash, and onions from what Roberta recalls
observing. She said they were all in a panic trying to snap a few
photos before the skies broke open. Lightning was cracking and

thunder booming as fair warning!
All in all, this has been a great choice
(Julie’s idea) for an AVGC donation. We’d
like to go back and get more shots of the
teens in the garden…but on a SUNNY
afternoon.

